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INCOME SUPPORT: RHODE ISLAND WORKS
What is it?
The RI Works Program provides cash assistance to families with little to no income who have children up
to age 18 or 18 and in high school/pursing a GED. RI works also provides work readiness services for
enrolled parents. Families can receive RI Works benefits for a total of 48 months. The amount of money
families receive depends on income, household size, and housing situation. The maximum monthly
payments are below:

Parents are provided services to prepare for employment, find a job and/or overcome barriers to
employment. Parents can participate in training to prepare for employment including attending CCRI (for
one year as the sole activity). Parents with limited English proficiency are referred to adult education
programs for assistance. Parents with disabilities, who need to care full-time for a family member with a
disability or who are victims of domestic violence are not required to have an employment plan.

Who is eligible?
Families with children under the age of 18 (or 18 and in high school or pursuing a GED).
Pregnant people in their 6th month of pregnancy (pregnant and parenting teenagers must live with
parent/relative or in a supervised setting).
Citizens or qualified non-citizens, including: refugees, asylees, & green card holders in status for five
or more years.

How to apply?
Families can apply using the online Customer Portal or by filling out a paper application. For detailed
application steps, see: Apply for DHS benefits homepage.

~ Need more information on RI Works? ~
Visit our Guide Page and DHS's RI Works homepage
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INCOME SUPPORT: GPA-BRIDGE PROGRAM
What is it?
The GPA-Bridge program provides cash assistance to individuals who have applied for federal SSI
benefits, but who are waiting for a decision on their application. While their application is pending,
individuals can receive cash payments of up to $200 per month.
If an individual is found ineligible for SSI, repayment is not required. If an individual is found eligible for
SSI, the total amount of the payment is refunded to DHS out of the individual’s retroactive SSI check.

Who is eligible?
Individuals are eligible for the GPA- Bridge program, if they:
have a physical and/or mental disability
are receiving Medicaid
have filed an application for SSI benefits
have an income less than $327 with resources less than $3,500
are U.S. Citizens or qualified non-citizens, including: lawful permanent residents (green card
holders), refugees, asylees, and other immigrants lawfully residing in the US

How to apply?
Individuals can apply using the online Customer Portal or by filling out a paper application. For detailed
application steps, see: Apply for DHS benefits homepage.

~ Need more information on GPA-BRIDGE Program? ~
Visit our Guide Page and DHS's GPA homepage
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INCOME SUPPORT: TEMPORARY DISABILITY INSURANCE
What is it?
The Temporary Disability Insurance Program (TDI) provides up to 30 weeks of benefits for individuals
who cannot work due to illness or injury that occurred outside of the workplace. Individuals can receive
up to 60% of their weekly wage while on leave. TDI protects a worker's job and seniority while on
leave.

Who is eligible?
To be eligible for TDI benefits, you must have:
Earned sufficient wages in Rhode Island (at least $13,800 in either your Base Period or an Alternate
Base Period).
Paid into the TDI fund
A social security number

How to apply?
Individuals can apply online at: www.dlt.ri.gov/tdi or download an application from the web and mail it to
TDI, P.O. Box 20100, Cranston, RI 02920-094, or call (401) 462-8420 and select option #1 to request an
application.

~ Need more information on TDI? ~
Visit our Guide Page, see DLT's FAQ's on TDI, and see this TDI factsheet

6

September 2021

INCOME SUPPORT: TEMPORARY CAREGIVER INSURANCE
What is it?
The Temporary Caregiver Insurance program (TCI) provides up to 4 weeks of benefits for people who
need to be out of work to care for a seriously ill family member (child, spouse, domestic partner, parent,
parent-in-law or grandparent) or to bond with a newborn child, adopted child or foster child. Individuals
can receive up to 60% of their weekly wage while on leave. TCI protects a worker's job and seniority
while on leave.
Currently, TCI provides up to 4 weeks of benefits. In January 2022, TCI will provide up to 5 weeks of
benefits, and in January 2023, TCI will provide up to 6 weeks of benefits.

Who is eligible?
To be eligible for TCI benefits, you must have:
Earned sufficient wages in Rhode Island (at least $13,800 in either your Base Period or an Alternate
Base Period)
Paid into the TDI/TCI fund
Been out of work for 7 consecutive days (paid or unpaid)
Provided your employer with 30 days written advance notice that you plan to use TCI (the 30 day
notice can be waived if there are “unforeseeable circumstances”)
A social security number

How to apply?
Individuals can apply online at: www.dlt.ri.gov/tdi, or they may download a paper application to complete
and return to TDI, P.O. Box 20100, Cranston, RI 02920. To request a mailed application, individuals
should call (401) 462-8420, Option 1.

~ Need more information on TCI? ~
Visit our Guide Page, see DLT's FAQ's on TCI, and see this TCI factsheet
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INCOME SUPPORT: CHILD CARE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
What is it?
The Child Care Assistance Program (CCAP) pays for all or part of costs of child care for children under
the age of 13.

Who is eligible?
Low-income families who meet income guidelines and are working a minimum of 20 hours/week or
enrolled in a short- term (1 year) training program are eligible. Once a family is receiving CCAP
services, they can continue to participate until income reaches the exit limit. See chart below for the
“entry” and “exit” income limits.

Children must be a citizen or qualified non-citizen for their family to receive CCAP benefits. Qualified noncitizens include: lawful permanent residents (green card holders), refugees, asylees, and other
immigrants lawfully residing in the US.
Please note: the adult applying for CCAP for an eligible child will not be required to provide proof of
citizenship or immigration status.

How to apply?
Individuals can apply using the online Customer Portal or by filling out a paper application. For detailed
application steps, see: Apply for DHS benefits homepage.

~ Need more information on CCAP? ~
Visit our Guide Page and DHS's CCAP homepage
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INCOME SUPPORT: CHILD TAX CREDIT
What is it?
The Child Tax Credit (CTC) is a federal tax credit designed to help families offset the cost of raising
children.
There have been two major changes to the CTC for 2021 due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, which are: 1)
the amount per child has been increased, and 2) parents/caregivers will receive part of the CTC as an
advanced credit each month beginning July 2021. Parents/caregivers will claim the rest of the credit when
they file their 2021 tax return in 2022.
For 2021, the CTC is:
$3,600 for children ages 5 and under ($300 monthly beginning July 2021)
$3,000 for children aged 6 – 17 ($250 monthly beginning July 2021)

Who is eligible?
For parents/caregivers to claim the CTC, their child must:
be a US citizen, national, or resident alien who resides with the taxpayer
have a valid Social Security number
be a son, daughter, adopted child, grandchild, stepchild, or foster child
be under 17 at the end of the year
qualify as a dependent
Parents/caregivers do not need to have income to claim the CTC.
Parents/caregivers can have an ITIN or social security number to file and claim the CTC.

How to apply?
For those who filed taxes for 2019 or 2020, or used the non-filer tool for 2020, no action is needed.
Individuals will start to receive the monthly payments automatically.
For those who did not file taxes or use the non-filer tool, action is needed. Use the non-filer tool, here:
http://www.getctc.org, to begin receiving the monthly payment.

~ Need more information on the CTC? ~
Visit our Guide Page and our latest CTC Factsheet
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FOOD SUPPORT: THE SUPPLEMENTAL NUTRITION
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (SNAP)
What is it?
The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, or SNAP, provides a monthly benefit for the purchase of
food items through an Electronic Benefits Transfer card (EBT). The card is used at participating
supermarkets and convenience stores. The EBT card can also be used to buy food on-line at Amazon and
Walmart. The monthly amount depends on countable income and household size (a household is people
who buy and prepare food together). The maximum amount of benefits is shown below.

Who is eligible?
Individuals and families.
There is no resource limit for most households. If the household includes a person age 60+ or who has a
disability and income is twice the poverty level, the resource limit is $3,750.
Must be a U.S. Citizen or qualified non-citizen, including refugees and asylees. Adult green card holders
must be in status for 5 years. Children with green cards do not have a waiting period.

How to apply?
Individuals can apply using the online Customer Portal, or by filling out a paper application. For detailed
application steps, see: Apply for DHS benefits homepage.

~ Need more information on SNAP? ~
Visit our Guide Page and DHS's SNAP homepage
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FOOD SUPPORT: SUPPLEMENTAL FOOD PROGRAM
FOR WOMEN, INFANTS, AND CHILDREN (WIC)
What is it?
WIC provides vouchers to purchase nutritionally appropriate food and nutrition education for:
Pregnant women
Mothers with babies under 6 months old
Mothers who are breastfeeding
Babies
Children under age 5
Fathers, grandparents, and foster parents can also apply for WIC for children in their care

Who is eligible?
Citizenship and immigration information is not required.
Individuals enrolled in Medicaid and/or with income below: $23,828 for a family of 1; $32,227 for
a family of 2; $40,626 for a family of 3; $49,025 for a family of 4.

How to apply?
Individuals can apply through Health.ri.gov. or by calling 1-800-942-7434.

~ Need more information on WIC? ~
Visit our Guide Page
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HEALTH COVERAGE: RITE CARE
What is it?
RIte Care is Rhode Island’s Medicaid managed care program for families with children, pregnant women,
and children under age 19. Families have a choice of three participating health plans: Tufts Health Plan,
Neighborhood Health Plan of Rhode Island, or UnitedHealthcare Community Plan. There is no cost for
families or children who enroll in a RIte Care health plan.

Who is eligible?
Eligibility for RIte Care is based on income and family size:

Immigrant eligibility:
Parents must be US citizens or a qualified non-citizen, including: green card holders in status for
five years, refugees, and asylees.
Children must be US citizens or qualified non-citizens, including: green card holders (no waiting
period), refugee, asylee, or other lawful status (e.g., DED or TPS).
All pregnant women are eligible for RIte Care regardless of immigration status, including women
who are undocumented.
DACA recipients are not eligible for RIte Care

How to apply?
Families can apply for health coverage anytime online at healthsourceri.com, by phone (1-855-8404774), by mail, or in person. Assistance with applying is available- call 2-1-1 or go to healthsourceri.com.

~ Need more information on the RIte CARE? ~
Visit our Guide Page and EOHHS's RIte CARE homepage
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HEALTH COVERAGE: MEDICAID ADULTS, 19-64
What is it?
The Medicaid Program provides comprehensive medical coverage to low-income adults age 19 – 64 who
do not have children in their care. This category of Medicaid is sometimes called Medicaid Expansion.
Individuals who are determined eligible for Medicaid have a choice of enrolling in one of 3 managed care
plans: Tufts Health Plan, Neighborhood Health Plan of Rhode Island, or UnitedHealthcare Community
Plan.

Who is eligible?
Income must be less than 138% of the federal poverty level which is $17,774 for a single adult (March
2021).
Immigrant eligibility:
Individuals must be US citizens or qualified non-citizens, including: green card holders in status for
five years, refugees, and asylees.
DACA recipients are not eligible for Medicaid.

How to apply?
Individuals can apply for health coverage anytime online at healthsourceri.com, by phone (1-855-8404774), by mail, or in person. Assistance with applying is available- call 2-1-1 or go to healthsourceri.com.

~ Need more information on Medicaid for Adults? ~
Visit our Guide Page and HealthSourceRI's Medicaid page
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HEALTH COVERAGE: HEALTHSOURCE
RI (AFFORDABLE HEALTH COVERAGE)
What is it?
HealthSource RI (HSRI) is the state’s health insurance marketplace where Rhode Islanders can compare
affordable health plans and purchase coverage that meets their health care needs and budget.
Individuals who are not eligible for Medicaid, Medicare, other public health insurance coverage, and who
do not have affordable coverage at work, may qualify for help purchasing a health plan and may also
qualify for help paying for out-of-pocket costs. The American Rescue Plan (ARP) signed into law on March
11, 2021, includes changes that make health insurance purchased through HSRI more affordable. These
changes are in effect until December 2023:
There are tax credits available for people at all income levels to help pay for the cost of coverage.
There are reduced premiums for people at all income levels.
There are no premiums for individuals with low-incomes (below $19,150 for a single adult; $26,130 for
an adult in a two-person home; $32,940 for an adult in a three-person home; $39,750 for an adult in a
four-person home).
There are no premiums for people who received Unemployment benefits in 2021. This rule is only in
effect until the end of December 2021.
Tax credits can be claimed at the end of the tax year when an individual files their income tax return. They
can also be received in advance each month to help pay the monthly premium to enroll in coverage. This is
commonly called the Advanced Premium Tax Credit or “APTC” and is typically how people use the credit.

Who is eligible?
Individuals must be US citizens or lawfully present immigrant including: green card holders (no waiting
period), refugees, asylees, and temporary lawful status (e.g., DED).
DACA recipients are not eligible to purchase health coverage through Healthsource RI.

How to apply?
Individuals can apply for health coverage through Healthsource RI during the open enrollment period or a
special enrollment period (within 60 days of experiencing a life changing event, such as marriage, new baby,
loss of employer-based insurance).
Individuals can apply online at healthsourceri.com, by phone (1-855-840-4774), by mail, or in person.
Assistance with applying is available- call 2-1-1 or go to healthsourceri.com.

~ Need more information on Healthsource RI? ~
Visit our Guide Page and our latest Healthsource RI Factsheet
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HEALTH SUPPORT: HEALTH CARE FOR
THOSE WITHOUT INSURANCE
What is it?
For those who do not qualify for Medicaid or HSRI coverage, there are several places to go for regular
health care. These places provide care regardless of a person’s immigration status, although they may ask
about status to help determine whether an individual is eligible for health coverage. Providers must keep
this information confidential.
There are two Free Clinics in Rhode Island for uninsured Rhode Islanders in need of health care: 1)
Rhode Island Free Clinic, and 2) Clinica Esperanza-Hope Clinic. Both offer uninsured patients free
primary care services, medications, and some specialty services.
There are also 29 Community Health Centers in RI that provide primary health care to individuals who
are unable to pay the full cost for health care. For people with limited income, payment is made on a sliding
scale basis.

Who is eligible?
Rhode Island residents with no health insurance.
Rhode Island Free Clinic and Clinica Esperanza-Hope Clinic provides services only to adults.
Community Health Centers provide services to adults and children.
All individuals have the right to an interpreter when applying for and seeking health care, at no cost, and
regardless of immigration status.

How to apply?
Rhode Island Free Clinic- to schedule an appointment or check eligibility call: 401-274-6347.
Clinica Esperanza-Hope Clinic- visit the clinic at 60 Valley Street, Suite 104 in Providence during walk-in
hours (Tuesday: 10am to 4pm; Wednesday: 1pm to 7pm; Thursday: 10am to 4pm) or call 401-347-9093.
Community Health Centers- go to rihca.org/chc/community-health-centers-in-ri to find health centers
throughout Rhode Island.

~ Need more information on Health Coverage for the Uninsured? ~
Visit our Guide Page, RI Free Clinic, Clinica Esperanza-Hope Clinic , and RIHCA
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