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The Economic Progress Institute supports the intent behind Representative Cruz’s HB6087 to 

“eliminate the rental application fee,” as the March 2, 2023 press release from the Office of the 

Speaker characterized the proposal. 

However, we remain concerned by the actual language of the proposed legislation, which 

states that the landlord or representative “shall not be allowed to require or demand any 

prospective tenant to pay for a rental fee.” (emphasis added) 

As we interpret the bill language, we have two concerns: 

• First, we are concerned that landlords might ask unwitting prospective tenants to pay a 

fee without demanding they do so; prospective tenants unfamiliar with the issue might 

willingly pay such a fee. 

• Secondly, we are concerned that nothing in the proposed language would prevent 

landlords from favoring applications from prospective tenants paying the fee, whether 

they do so knowingly or unwittingly. 

We therefore urge the members of the committee to amend this bill to make clear that these 

rental application fees would be prohibited altogether. 

Given the shortage of rental housing, prospective tenants can find themselves needing to pay 

multiple application fees without any guarantee of securing a lease. With individuals and 

families already spending so much of the income on rental costs, the addition of the fees makes 

it only more difficult for renters to find housing, including moving to improve their housing 

situation. 

There is also an equity issue here. According to a 2022 Zillow Consumer Housing Trends Report, 

38% of Black and Latinx renters responded that they submitted 5 or more rental applications, 

almost twice as many as the 21% of White renters who did. Furthermore, White renters 

reported paying a median application fee of $35 compared to a median application fee of $50 

for Black, Latino, and Asian renters (see https://www.zillow.com/research/renters-consumer-

housing-trends-report-2022-31265/). 
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