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To: House Judiciary Committee 
From:  Weayonnoh Nelson-Davies, Executive Director 
Date: March 6, 2023 
Re:  SUPPORT OF H5006 -- Equality in Abortion Coverage Act 
 

 

The Economic Progress Institute is a nonpartisan research and policy organization that 
advocates for the economic well-being of low- and modest-income Rhode Islanders. Access to 
abortion is an economic, racial, and healthcare justice issue.  That’s why we support Whip 
Kazarian’s Bill 5006 which will end the discriminatory gap in access to coverage for abortion.  

We need to act now to make sure that everyone has equal access to health care, including 
abortion care. The Reproductive Privacy Act (RPA) of 2019 protects the right to abortion in 
Rhode Island, yet it excludes Medicaid members and state employees.  This not only creates a 
financial burden on those who are already struggling to make ends meet, but is it 
also discriminatory and an infringement on bodily autonomy, and healthcare and reproductive 
rights.  

Many Rhode Islanders are struggling to meet their basic needs like housing, food, and 
utilities.  These challenges make it difficult to access healthcare and force many people to 
sacrifice one basic need for another.  There are approximately 77,000 people of child-bearing 
age in the state’s Medicaid program and 32,000 public employees of child-bearing age who are 
excluded from abortion coverage. Due to historic systemic inequality and economic barriers, 
Black and Latino persons are more likely to have lower incomes and be enrolled in 
Medicaid. Passing the EACA will help close the gap in health care access for people of color.  

Rhode Island should join the 16 other states, including our New England neighbors 
Massachusetts, Maine, Vermont, and Connecticut, and make it clear that we stand by the 
principle that ALL people deserve equal access to comprehensive healthcare, including 
reproductive healthcare.     

We urge the Committee to support this important bill. Thank you. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 


