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IMPORTANT INFORMATION TO HELP SENIORS AND PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 

About the Medicare Premium Payment Program: 

Seniors (age 65+) and people with disabilities who have Medicare may be eligible to have the state pay  the 
Medicare Part B monthly premiums (currently about $134/month) instead of having the cost of premiums 
deducted from their Social Security check.  Depending on income, some people are also eligible to have the state 
pay the cost of Part A premiums and other cost sharing. This is a Medicaid program called the Medicare Premium 
Payment (MPP) program.  

The Problem and “the Fix” 

In mid-February, almost 900 seniors/people with disabilities received a letter, including “Important Information – 
Please Read”, from the state telling them that their MPP benefits had been incorrectly stopped at some time after 
September 2016 and that they will be reinstated.  The state is now taking steps to: 

• restart the MPP benefits - which may take up to three months and
• authorize Social Security to issue a refund of premiums the person paid after MPP was incorrectly stopped

– which may also take up to three months

What I Do to Make Sure People Get the Benefits to which they are Entitled? 

• Ask your clients, tenants, family members if they received a letter about MPP like the one above.
• If so, watch to see whether, in the next 3 months (by May), they get a letter from Social Security saying that

R.I. has started paying their Medicare premiums. The letter should say that Social Security benefits will
increase in the following month by approximately $134.

• The letter may also say that Social Security is refunding premiums for the months that the state should
have been paying.  In these months, the person’s Social Security benefit was erroneously reduced by
approximately $134 to cover the Medicare premium.  Social Security will refund (pay back) the person for
these months.

If you, or an MPP participant, have questions, you may call RI Legal Services, 274-2652 
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