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wƘƻŘŜ LǎƭŀƴŘΩǎ .ǳŘƎŜǘ tǊƻŎŜǎǎ
ÅThe state budget describes how the state will use 

its resources to meet the needs of the public

ÅIt is the most important public policy document, 
identifying the services, projects and populations
the Governor and lawmakers consider a priority

ÅSpending trends tell us about changes in priorities over time

ÅThere are opportunities for residents to influence the state 
budget throughout the year
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Understanding State Fiscal Years

ÅThe state budget period is called the 

άŦƛǎŎŀƭ ȅŜŀǊΦέ Lǘ Ǌǳƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ Wǳƭȅ мst to
June 30th

ÅThe state fiscal year refers to the year the budget period ends

ÅExample:  SFY2017 budget began July 1, 2016 and ends 
June 30, 2017

ÅThe federal fiscal year is from October 1stςSept 30th

ÅExample:  FFY2017 budget began Oct 1, 2016 and ends Sept 
30th 2017
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Budget Basics

ÅEach year, the Governor recommends to 

the General Assembly a budget for the 

upcoming  fiscal year and changes to the
ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ōǳŘƎŜǘ όάǎǳǇǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀƭ ōǳŘƎŜǘέύ

ÅExample: In February 2016, Governor submitted FY2017 
budget and FY2016 supplemental budget

ÅThe budget must be balanced ςrevenue (income) and 
expenditures (spending) must be equal

ÅBudget is due the 3rd Thursday in January (Governor can be 
granted extension by General Assembly)
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Caseload and Revenue Estimating Conferences

ÅIn November and May, the House and Senate Fiscal Advisors and  
Budget Officer meet to review:

ÅCaseload ςthe current and next year caseloads for certain 
human service programs

ÅRevenue ςthe economic conditions in the state and current 
and projected revenue

ÅThe information from the November conference
is used by the Governor in developing her budget
and the May conference information is used by
the General Assembly in passing a final budget
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Budget Development Starts in the Summer
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ÅDƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ .ǳŘƎŜǘ hŦŦƛŎŜ ǎŜƴŘǎ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǘŜ 
agencies telling them the information needed to prepare their 
budget requests

ÅThe time table for submitting the recommended funding levels 
are available online: http://www.budget.ri.gov/instructions/

Meet with or write to state agency
directors to offer input

ÅState Agencies submit budget requests to
the Governor by Oct 1st

Budget Development Starts in the Summer

You can 

http://www.budget.ri.gov/instructions/
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Budget Development: Fall
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Budget Development: Fall

ÅGovernor is working on developing
his budget

ÅState Agencies are submitting their budget requests to the 
Governor

Meet with governor or her staff to ask him to 
include your priorities in the budget

You can 
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Budget Development: Fall

You can 
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ÅNovember Caseload and Revenue
Estimating Conference
ÅThe report from November conference shows whether the 

state is running a surplus or deficit for the current year 

ÅProjects the caseload and revenue for the coming fiscal 
year

Learn the size of the budget deficit or surplus: 
http://omb.ri.gov/budget/revenues/index.php

Budget Development: Fall

You can 
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Budget Development: January

You can 
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ÅGovernor submits her budget to the
General Assembly on the 3rd Thursday in
January (may request an extension from
the General Assembly)

ÅThe Budget Office publishes a set of documents providing 
details about the budget where you can learn whether there 
will be cuts or increases in programs, like human services, for 
example

Read the Budget Documents: 
http://omb.ri.gov/budget/prioryear/operating/2017.php

Budget Development: January

You can 
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The budget is submitted as a bill in the House

The bill includes: 
ÅProposed spending for all functions of government, 

including state agencies

ÅArticles that include changes to state laws necessary to 
make revenue or spending changes

Find the budget bill:       
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/legislation/

Budget Development: January ςFebruary
Getting the Information

You can 
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Budget Development: February ςApril
Getting the Information

ÅThe General Assembly is now responsible 

ŦƻǊ ŀŎŎŜǇǘƛƴƎ ƻǊ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ

recommendations and will pass their own version
of the budget in June

ÅThe House and Senate Fiscal Office provide analyses of the 
DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ .ǳŘƎŜǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ CƛƴŀƴŎŜ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜǎ

Read the Fiscal Office analyses: 

Åhttp:// www.rilin.state.ri.us/Pages/HouseFiscal.aspx

Åhttp://www.rilin.state.ri.us/sfiscal/Pages/default.aspx

You can 
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Budget Development: February-April
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Budget Development: February ςApril
Making Your Voice Heard

ÅThe House and Senate Finance Committees will hold       
ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ .ǳŘƎŜǘ

ÅEach Committee will hold hearings on the Budget Articles    
and on the proposed Budgets for the State Agencies

Find out about hearings: 
http://status.rilin.state.ri.us/legislative_committee_c

alendar.aspx

You can 
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ÅShare your support or concerns about the budget by 
testifying at the hearings on the Articles and 
Department budgets or submit written statements

ÅWrite, call or meet with 
ÅYour state representative or senator: 

https://sos.ri.gov/vic/

ÅGeneral Assembly leadership: 
http://www.rilin.state.ri.us/Pages/Default.aspx

Budget Development: February ςJune
Make Your Voice Heard

You can 
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Send Op-eds or Letters to the Editor 
ÅLocal Papers

ÅProvidence Journal

ÅProvidence Business News

ÅGo Local Prov

ÅHold meetings in your district with your legislators

ÅGather signatures on petitions, postcards, etc

ÅHold rallies/public demonstrations

Budget Development: February ςJune
Make Your Voice Heard

You can 
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Budget Development: May

You can 
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ÅMay Caseload and Revenue Estimating Conference 
ÅDetermines how caseloads and revenues compare to the 

November estimates

ÅNew revenue estimates for the coming fiscal year and 
estimated caseload costs are used by the General Assembly in 
developing the budget that they will pass

ÅHouse and Senate Finance Committees
begin negotiations about the budget

Budget Development: May
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Budget Development: June

You can 
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ÅFinal budget negotiations between House and Senate finance 
committees (with input from Leadership)
ÅThe original budget bill is amended to reflect the agreed upon 

changes
ÅThe House Finance Committee holds a hearing on the revised 

budget bill

ÅBe at the state house to remind legislators
about your priorities

ÅAttend the hearing on the revised budget bill
(generally there is no opportunity for public
testimony)

Budget Development: June

You can 
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ÅThe House Finance Committee 
passes the budget bill and sends it to 
the House for a vote in seven days
ÅMembers of the House can submit proposed amendments 

to be voted on by the House

ÅWork with your Representatives to develop amendments to 
be considered by the House

ÅThe House considers the budget and amendments and votes 
on a final bill

Budget Enactment: June

You 
can 


